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F a Review were confidered as a Lottery, it is 

to be feared that the tafte of modern readers 
would reverfe the order of blanks and prizes; and 
the wheel would be accounted rich, not when it 
contained a recommendation of many works of learn- 
ing, elegance, or utility; but when it was well fup- 
plied with books of which the authors were clearly 
proved to have wafted- their time, and their pub- 
lifhers and purchafers, their money. Thofe are the 
prizes for which modern candour is willing to buy» 
into the Literary Lottery; in which it feeks, not 
the means of improvement, but the food for ridi-) 
cule: not to know from what authors it may gain 
inftruction, but how many it may hold in contempt... 
As if, when the Critic had. beaten outa poor writer’s : 
brains, it was the fame as giving an equal quan-, 
tity to the reader; who feels a confcious fuperiority . 
over every author he is taught to laugh at. It is in 
direét defiance of this newly-eftablifhed tafte, thar. 
we continue to draw up our half yearly prefaces, 
from which all fuch prizes are by their very plan ex- 
cluded; and in which the reader is taught nothing. 
more intere{ting than where to find wifdom, and how 
to purchafe improvement or rational amufement. 
Perverfe as it is, we cannot yet be convinced thar> 


it is not patriotic, and fhall therefore, for the prefent, 
proceed as utual. 
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iV PREFACE. 


DivINIitTy. 


We refer to our laft Preface for our general fen- 
timents on the Bifhop of Lincoln's Work againft Cal- 
vinifm, the analyfis of which is concluded in our pre- 
fent volume *. For proof of what is there faid, we 
appeal to our three articles on the fubject; and we 
tru(t that few perfons will read thofe articles with 
attention, who will not alfo be defirous to read and 
to poiieis the work. The continuation of Dr. Marfh’s 
Lefurest will be a gratification to all friends of 
biblical criticiim ; and we cannot but congratulate 
the rifing generation, whether hearers or readers of 
the Lectures, on having obtained fo able an inftru€tor 
in fo diffcult and important a fcience. Profeffor 
White's Synopfis of Griefbacht is the ‘refule of 
fimilar ftudies, and a very convenient affiftant to 
beginners. In Dr. Townfon’s Works§, we fee the 
reflection of a truly Chriftian character, where acute- 
nefs is chaftized. by unaffected humility, and the 
efforts of learning are invigorated by the ardour of 
genuine piety. He is an author from whom we 
differ with diffidence, and that very rarely; and 
with whom we agree with pleafure ; becaufe to think 
as he did, is fo far to refemble him. The fame fen- 
timents appear co pervade the mind of Mr. Dun/er, 
who, on one fingle topic, has ventured to argue 
againft him}. In Mr. /Vatfon’s Plain Statement of 
Important Principles], fome of the moft difficule 
queftions in theology are difcuffed, and fo handled 
as almoft to difpel obicurity, where it feemed to be 
inherent in the fubject. Mr. W. is evidently a found 
and able divine, The fpiric of profound and accurate 


*® No. I, p. 31. + No. IV. p. 313. The firft part 
ef thefe Lectures was noticed vol. xxxv. p. 485. t No. IV. 
p- 95° § No, V. P- 493+ i No. Vv. Ps 493-6 
@ No. I. p. 24. 
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PREFACE. Vv 


criticifm prevails in Dr. Laurence's RefleTions on the 
Unitarian Verfion*, and they, who are moft averfe 
to his conclufions, will find it very difficult to repel 
his arguments.. Much younger in the fields of con- 
troverly Afr. Rennell difplays the qualities of one 
who is formed to be a herot. The more expe- 
rienced divine may fay to him with pleafure : 


Well, brother (or fon), full bravely haft thou flefh'd 
Thy maiden fword. 


or, 


Maéte nova virtute puer, fic itur ad aftra ; 

Diis genite, et geniture Deos. 
OF its own kind entirely. is Mrs, More's admonitory 
work, entitled Praétical Piety t=; the refult of a 
profound ftudy,. not of books but of the human 
heart; not of * doubtful: difputations,” but of the 
difpofitions which chara¢terize _ religious fincerity. 
To write on fuch fubjects, with an animation which 
attracts general attention, is to render a fervice 
for which more than mere inclination is required. 
It is to poffefs a talent, and to exert it in the moft 
beneficial way. 

To A/r. Baber, the Englifh Divine owes con- 
fiderable obligation, for putting him once more in 
ques of the venerable verfion of our firft Re- 
ormer Wiclif §: which, together with the memoirs of 
the author, and the hiltory of the Saxon verfions, 
forms a book which every well afforted library muft 
poffefs. Works of lefs importance, but {till of 
utility, are Mr. Adams’ Religious World difplayed \ ; 
Mr. Milne’s, on the ‘difference between the Pre/- 
byterian and Epifcopal Churchesq; and Mr. Boyd’s 
Selection of Paffages from the Greek Fathers **, We 


* Na III. p..254. t In his Animadverfions on the 
Unitarian Tranflation. bid. z Ne. Ill. 234. 
§ No. VI. p, 623: i No. I. p. 63. @ No. 1 . 
P+ 304. ** No. 1V. p. 418. 
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fhall mention at prefent only two fets of collected 


Sermons, thofe of Mr. Polwhbele *, and of Dr. Weé- 


fler t+. Others, which we have noticed in our late 
Numbers, have merits, but are liable alfo to objec- 
tions which do not apply to thefe. 

Official charges and occafional fermons form 
ufually the laft diviGion of theology, and among the 
former of thefe we feel that the firlt place is due, on 
various confiderations, to the Bifbop of Gloucefler’s 
Charge ¢. The importance of the fubje is on all 
hands acknowledged ; and the worthy Bifhop’s views 
of it are thofe which having been taught by fevere 
experience, will not be defpifed by theory with 
impunity. The charge of A/r. Archdeacon Vince § 
takes an inftructive view of the divifions in religion 
which prevail among us. When it will pleafe the 
Great Shepherd to reftore unity to his flock cannot now 
be conjectured; but it is a period for which all muft 
wifh, and to the haftening of which our efforts fhould 
always tend, Mr. Daubeny| takes up two or three 
important topics, and handles all, as ufuval, with 
ability. 

The great and momentous fubject of national edu- 
cation chiefly occupies the powerful fermon of Dr. 
Marjo, preached at St. Paul’s, ‘The preacher 
there fhows himfelf, what every intelligent patriot 
and Chriftian mutt be, a zealous friend to the in- 
ftruction of the poor; but he contends, with more 
force of argument than had till then been applied 
to the fubject, that national education ought to be 
founded on the national religion; and that it would 
be an abfurdity to fuffer our_inftitutions to be at 
variance with our laws. Tefe arguments, co- 
operating with the already fertled opinion of our 
chief governors in Church and State, have given 


* No. II. p. 177. + No. V. p.482.'. ‘t. No. VI. 


p. 616. 4 No. IIT. p. 246. No. ITI. p. 307. 
§: No. H..p. 158) * 73 | naw 
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PREFACE. vii 
rife to a fubfcription of unparalleled ‘liberality, for 


_ promoting this great object ; and will end, we doubt 


not, in the eftablifhment of proper {chools in every 
part of the united kingdom. , The fame- fubject is 
difcuffed by Mr. Bouyer * and Mr. Grinfield +, and 
by both ‘with confiderable ability. _The difcourfe of 
Dr. Goddard, at the Bifhop of Chichefter’s Vifta- 
tiont, on the nature and effects of herefies, and on 
the true character of a Chriftian Church, is one of 
thofe that ftand in the very firft order of merit. We 
analyfed it with proportionable.care, and we truft 
that its value has. thus been made known to mul- 
titudes, who*had not the advantage of hearing it deli- 
vered. ‘ Other fermons have deferved commendation, 
as may be feen under their refpective articles, but 
not fufficiently to come into competition with thefe; 
here therefore we fhall clofe our prefent account, 


Purtosopny and MATHEMATICS. 


After an interval, on many accounts to be la- 
mented, we have refumed our reports on the Pbi- 
lofophical Tranfattions§ of the Royal Society. That 
work, on which the eyes of Europe have been fixed 
fo long, has produced very lately fome of the moft 
brilliant difcoveries. The ative fpirit and ‘unre- 
mitting attention of the Prefident give vigour to 
the movements of the body; and every member 
is willing to exert his beft efforts, where they 
are fure to moet with judicious favour and encou- 
ragement. May the Society long enjoy the fame 
advantages! In the works of the late Bifeop of O/- 
Jory |, Dr. Hamilton, philofophy and mathematics 
are too clofely united to admit of feparation; and 


* No, Il. p. 203. + No. VE. p. 647. t No. V. 
P- 5th. § No. IV, p. 345,and No. V, 436, || No, I. p. 51. 
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their union, like other well-afforted unions, is to the 
advantage ‘of both. There is alfo fome divinity ; 
and’every part is impreffed with the characters of 
pe thought, and accurate judgment, ~The 
mall but elegant volume of Dr. Reeve on the Tor- 
pidity of Animals * gives a pleafing fpecimen of an 
union’ no lefs natural, that of medical and philofo- 
phical'acutenefs. In a very different region of philo- 
fophy, Mr. Dugald Stewart has long eftablifhed his 
reputation ; and his ste se Effayst, partly 
analyzed in our preceding volume f, and concluded 
in this §, are well worthy of that reputation. They 
are the work of an accurate and experienced metaphy- 
fician, and announce further defigns,: to which many 
ftudents will look forward with eager expectation. 
Mr. Creffwell, of Trinity College, ‘Cambridge, has 
completed the union between pure mathematics 
and the Elements of Linear Per/pective |, begun by 
Mr. Brook Taylor. He is more neat and perfpi- 
cuous in his theorems than his predeceffor; and has, 
in fact, produced a much better elementary work. 
Fer another work of. a fimilar kind, .applied to the 
Theory and Praétice of Mechanics, we are indebted to 
Mr. Marrat, of Bofton **, who, in five books, has 
given an excellent introduction to. that ftudy. In 
every. icience which admits of mathematical pre- 
cifion, it is of the utmoft confequence to have intro- 
ductions ftriftly elementary: and we rejoice, of 
courfe, to fee the number of thefe augmented. 


MepICcINe. 


Our account of medical works muft ftill be brief. 
It fo happens at prefent, that the fhorteft-among the. 


_ * NAIL p. 196. + Called by miftake Metaphyfcal Effays, 
iwnour lait preface (p. xi.), which, thangh they are-fo in fact, is not 
the uétual title. ¢ Page 537. § No. II. p. 148. 
I No. I, p. 78. ** No, lil, p. 320. 
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roductions of that clafs is the: moft intereftings 
e allude to: Mr. Fames Moore's Letier to Dr. 
Jones*, in which the analyfis of the famoys..Eax 
Medicinale is made out with the utmoft probability 
of truth. From very fagacious conjectures, Mr. 
Moore’ proceeds to well-imagined experiments, and 
the refult-is nearly the fame as we gave from report, 
in a note in our laft preface: (p. xix). Dr. Curry’s 
tract on Mercury t is a valuable prefent to the public, 
from a juftly eminent man; and it is received with 
the more pleafure, as the forerunner of a more im- 
portant work on the Hepatic fun@tions. The high merit 
of Mr. Cooke’s publication on Tinea Capitis will fuffer - 
little degradation from the exceptions which we 
thought ic neceflary to make, It is ftill recorded in 
our pages as a work of much utility, and profeffional 
angenuity. — 


History and BroGrapnry. 


Not having much to fay under either of thefe 
heads we unite them. To Mr. Maurice we may 
almott fay, ee 


Prima dicte mihi, famma dicende Cameena, 


for, nineteen years ago our very firft pages opened with 
an account of the firft volumes of his Indian Antiqui- 
ties ; and here, at the clofing of our 38th volume, we 
have to commemorate the completing, of his Indian 
Hiftory §. That the fame Author and the fame Critics 
fhould travel fo long together was little probable 
at the firft; and we feel particular pleafure in faying, 
that as we opened his firft books with good hopes of — 


his fuccefs, fo we have clofed his laft with g 
® No. IV. p.416. + No. Vopiszg.  t¢ No IV. 


P> 357: No. Lil, p. 273, and 1V.p. 345 
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approbation of his performance. He has laboured 
to do good, ‘and we firmly believe that he has done 
it, to a confiderable extent; though we fear that, 
from whatever caufe, he has by no means reaped 


ee benefit to himfelf. ‘This may be feen 


y tome remarks in his concluding volumes, and it 
will be feen, by thofe who can duly eftimate fo muth 


‘Jiterary labour, with regret. The collection of 


Effays, which we have attributed to Mr. Baron Ma- 
es*, is chiefly hiftorical, and contains feveral ar- 
ticles which the curious reader will be glad to find in 
the compals of fuch a volume. 
Proceed we to biography, where we meet immer 
diately with Bifhop Porteus, | 


Sanétum et venerabile namen ! 


The pen of his relation, Mr. Hodgfon +, has done 
him juftice, but it has done no more. Afraid of the ° 
reproach of partiality, he has reftrained his pen, in 
our opinion -fufficiently ; for how could we have 
efieemed the biographer, who fhould have written 
the life of fuch a relation and fuch a man, without 
partiality for the fubject? The life and correfpen- 
dence of Sir George Radcliffe, publifhed by Dr. 
Whitaker t, belong at leaft as much to hiftory as 
biography. The work is one of thofe which throw 
light on an eventful, though melancholy, period ; 
and for that reafon muft infallibly be acceptable to 
the curious. The elegant little volume of Lord 
Woodboufelee, on the Life and Character of Petrarch§, 
will be acceptable to every liberal reader, as a vin- 
dication of the poet and his miftrefs. The vanity of 
a French Abbé j had difgraced them with the impu- 
tation of a French intrigue; but from the invefti- 
gation of the prefent author they come forth, he a 


* No. V. p. 527. + No. II. p. 135. t No. VI. 
p. 561. § No. ITI. p. 284. } De Sade; whofe 
object was to prove himfelf defcended from Laura. 
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PREFACE, xi 


virtuous lover, and fhe an innocent maiden, as every 
line of the author’s poetry befpeaks them. 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


This fcience, which has long flourifhed in Eng- 
land, has at length penetrated into the mountains 
of Wales, and has to boaft of one or two very ela- 
borate works, the refule of much inveftigation in that 
country. We fhall mention firft Mr. Carlifle’s Topo- 
graphical Dictionary*, becaufe that extends to the 
whole principality. It is on the fame plan with the 
Topographical Dictionaries of England and Ireland, 
publifhed fome time ago by the fame author+t, and 
is to be followed by a fimilar work on: Scotland, 
which will complete the whole defign; and will give 
fuch a picture of the whole United Kingdom as never 
before has been produced, ‘The other book to which 
we alluded above, is the Hiftory of Brecknock/ire t,; 
by Mr. Theophilus Fones; a work no lefs creditable 
to the accuracy than the diligence of the compiler. 
We take a very wide ftep to introduce our next fpe- 
cimen, the Geographical and other Hiftory of Chili §, 
tranflated from the Abbé Molina, It is a work of 
curious refearch, and contains many particulars little 
known before to the ftudents of Europe. The Jfis 
of the ancients is the object of enquiry to Sir Chr. 
Hawkins, and the circumftances of the trade for 
tin, carried:on by the ancients in Cornwall. The 
brief fketch of the ancient feat.of Tatterfbal/ in the 
County of Lincoln, gave us pleafure: from the 
neatnefs of execution, and the accuracy of refearch, 
and will be fought by collectors of fuch works. The 


* No. I. p. 70. + See Brit. Crit. xxxii. p. 376, and 
¥XNVi. Pp. 369. t No. I. p.1. $ No. > aT: 
|} No. IV, ps 99q. We had flightly noticed it before, No, III.! 
p. 299. & No. III, p,.agg.--- | “e 
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republication of Carew’s Survey of Cornwall, with 
the additions fupplied by the noble editor, Lord De 
Dunftanville *, from the Tonkin and other MSS. 
obtains new value, and takes a higher place than 
before, among collections of topography. 


TRAVELS. 


We have at length travelled with Dr. Clarke, 
through the frozen regions of the North+; and 
though we allow that deductions muft be made, on 
account of prepofieffions influencing the author's 
mind, in one part of his journey, yet we have found 
him on the whole an interefting and inftructive tra- 
veller; and have derived, from the perufal of his 
work, no common fhare of entertainment. Sir Fobn 
Carr is always entertaining, and his Zravels in 

int contain delineations, which place his pencil 
at leaft on a footing with his pen. The Travels of 
Mr. De Luc §, in our own country, as well as thofe 
which we formerly noticed relating to the continent 
of Europe, have one principal obje& in view: that 
of refuting falfe theories of the earth, and eftablith- 
ing the true. But while he does this, and in our 
epinion with fucceis, his works are not lefs intereft- 
ing, on account of the curious facts and defcriptions 
which they contain, than the accounts of lefs {cien- 
tific travellers. Let it be remembered too, that he 
is the founder of a new {cience, Geology, which has 
been taken up by other able enquirers, and pro- 
mifes to produce the moft important relults. 

The ftatiftical account of Zungguin, or Tunkin f, 
though written in French, was produced in England, 
and appeared to us to deferve particular attention. 


* No. III, p. 209. + No. V. p. 484, and No. VI. 
e 603. t No. V. p. 447. 4 No. Vi. p. 586. Sce 
fol. XXXVii. p. 43. | No. II. p. 97, and 1Y.-p. 325. 
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In this inftance, the writer (M. de Montyon, we 
believe) was not the traveller; but he worked from 
the papers of M. de la Biffachere; who had made 
the inveftigation, and we fee great reafon to-rely on. 
the accuracy of his reports; which are fo minute, 
that we almoft doubted whether the work fhould not 
be arranged under topography. : 


Po.itics. 


In the prefent anomalous and unheard-of ftate of 
Europe, we naturally look with curiofity into the 
interior of that country, which has changed the for- 
tunes of the reft; and that, if we may believe Mr. 
Faber*, who feems to have had all poffible means 
of knowing the truth, is as bad as can be imagined, 
It is, according to him, a complete fyftem of lying, ' 
emanating from the fupreme head, and carried on,’ 
in regular gradation, through all the departments of 
the {tate ; a fyftem for which we have ventured to 
propofe a new name, that of a Pszupoer acy, Or go- 
vernment of lies.. As we know who is the father of 
fuch arts, we can be at no lofs to whom we ought to. 
afcribe the whole plan. Similar views of the faéts 
had before been given by Mr. Walfh, the American 
traveller t, who has: fince produced the American: 
Review, noticed in this volume ft; wherein the ma-’ 
chinations of the Arch-tyrant are further developed 
and illuftrated. An anonymous Vindication -of the’ 
prefent Reign§ has given in our opinion, very jult’ 
views of the tubje&t; and revived. much truth, that 
too many are anxious to fuppref$%. ‘To the volun- 
tary effort ef a Dane, Ar. ‘Forgenfen||, we are in- 
debted: for a very ftriking juftification of the mea- 


‘* NowIs p.sg. + See vol. xxxv. p..433. . f No, Il, 
p: 198. § No. VI. p. 637. ~. ff Nod. p. 88, °° - 
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fures taken ‘by this country againft Denmark; a 
confeffion of which, if truth is not the fource, it is 
difficult to fay to what: principle it ought to be 
attributed, 


Law. 


Amidft a dearth of legal productions, in our 
pages at leat, the Parliamentary Edition of the Sta- 
tutes * makes a confpicuous appearance. As a work 
of much public importance, we hope to fee it con- 
tinued and. completed, as fuccefsfully as it has 
been commenced. A new edition,of a claffical 
Law Book is the only companion we can give at pre-. 
fent to the former work; and /earne on Contingent 
Remainders, as edited by Mr. Butler +, is. certainly, 
entitled to rank with any book that can be men-: 
tioned, in point of legal acutenefs and accuracy. 


Arts and Literature, 


» The eccentric peculiarities of that fingular genius 
James Barry did not prevent his /Vorks { from being 
an, object of public curiofity. That paffion was 
indeed rather heightened than repreffed by the cir- 
cumflances, and the volumes containing his life and 
works, offer a picture which will not: often be pa- 
ralicled. Mr.. Haffel’s Calcographia § is altogether 
a practical work, recommending and explaining an 
ingenious invention, and is well worthy of attention 
both from the artift and the amateur. 

Among literary works, Mr. Blomfield’s Edition of 
the Prometheus of Asfchylus mutt at prefent take 


* No.V. p.426. + No. VI. p.600. __ ¢ No. II. 
Pe ats. § No. Il, p. 194. | No. El. p. 162, and III. 
p- 227. 
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the lead; and to have edited any part of that poet 
with fuccefs is no mean praife. . The fpecimen of a. 
Cornifh Vocabulary, which Mr. Pelwbele has —pro-. 
duced *, ;is fuch as excites the wifhes.of. Philologers» 
for its completion; fhould Philologers be too few, in 
number to obtain that gratification,, fome refle&ion. 
of courfe will. fall.on that branch, of; our literature, 
A fmall work, entitled Latium Redivivum, by. Mr. 
Seyer t+ contains a propofal which, we could. not. but 
efteem chimerica] ; but. it. is the propofal of a {cho-, 
lar, and he has advocated the caule with intelli-, 
gence. 


PorTry. 


We have. fometimes experienced a. melancholy, 
pleafure in having conyeyed a gleam of fatisfa@ion, 
to a dying author, \by publifhing, the commendation, 
of his work.in,time, to be perufed by himfelf, This, 
happened in. the cafe, of | caleanes Kirke White,\ 


and fome, others; and,we, truft it iid alfo.in that of, 


Mr. Grahame, author ofthe Brityb, Georgics £, whofe, 
poem, we commended ja confiderable time. before we, 
heard of hig deceafe.,,,To the natural feelings. of,.a; 
poet in particular,;it muft be foothing. to catch the, 
liberal, praife of ftrangers, before his, fenGbilities be-., 
come extind;! and, to .receive a kind of carnelt of ; 
that immortality for which..he wrote, and -for which., 
he cannot ceafe to with till he ceales to be confcious.. 
of any thing, With Mrs, Henry Tighe we were. not 
fo fortunate ;, her Poems §, indeed, were not printed 

for general circulation before her death; but the | 
{eal of public approbation was already {tamped. upon , 
her elegant Pfyche, before it came to our hands, 

With the hardy veteran Cumberland, the cafe was not 


° No, I. p- 28. + No, IT, I 46 No. I. . 
ps 15. No. VL pésit We ‘ i, 
p- 63 ay 
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the fame. While he lived, indeed, his ears were not 
infenfible to praife, but he had gained enough in his 
career to difpenfe with it in the Jatt ipftance; and 
when his Refrofpe*ion*® was given to the prets, he 
doubdlefs anticipated in imagination thofe commen- 
dations, which he muft have felt it to deferve. 
Return we then to living bards; among whom 
the author of Don Roderick’s Vifion + will always be 
honourably diftinguithed. Dr. Brown, of Aberdeen, 
long diftinguifhed as a found and able writer, has 
now taken a refpectable place as a meral poet; and 
his Philemon ¢ well delineates the career of an. imae 
ginary hero, in the paths of Virtue and Religion. 
“he pleafing Mate of A/r. IV. Spencer § delights in 
fportive images and elegant tarns of thought, by the 
employment of which fhe never fails to gratify the 
reader. The Crufade of St. Lonis| affords 2 new 
roof of the talents of Mr. W. Rofe, already cele- 
rated for other poetical compofitions, The well 
varied, and very ingenioafly decorated ‘poem of Adr. 
HW’. Tighe, enciled the Plants, is well completed iin 
the part Which we lately notice? @, and gives'a new 
poetical wreath to the name of Tighe, already cele- 
brated in thefe pages. Mrs Milford, whole mifcel- 
Janeous poems have already attained a fecond edi- 
tion **, has been fortunate in her fele&ion of & fin- 
gularly interefting tale for het Chrifina +t ; nor ‘has 
the nitrative failed t© receive from her pen fuch 
poetical decorations as were beft calculated to ¢m- 
bellifh, and imprefs it on the reader. After the de- 
ferved fuccets of the Pleafures of Memory, it is rather 
extraordinary ‘that the Pains of that faculty fhould 
have femained fo long‘unfung. It remained, how- 
ever, for Mr. Bingham TT tw take this view of the 


* No. FT. p. 120. + No. Ll, p. 280. t No. IV, 


p. 3788. § No, TI]. p. 224. | No. IV. p. 406, 
i No. ql, p- 185. ated No. ll. p. 18>. tt Kio. Vv. 
P. 474. tt No. IV. 'p. 403. 
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fubje&t, and his fuccefs is creditable to him. Two 
different critics appear to have been equally pleafed 
with the Sonnets of Mifs M. Fobnfon, and the 
nions of both were inadVeértently publifhed at dif- 
ferent periods *. To the diftin¢tion thus accruing ta 
the, poetefs the-is heartily welcome ; and we are not 
at all afhamed to have faid twice, what will always be 
true, namely, that fhe poflefies confiderable talent 
and ingenuity. An anonymous poem on the Battles 
of the Danube and Barefa = will conclude our pre- 
fent recapitulation, which evinces a poetical fertilit 
in our countrymen that has not often been firpatted, 
We might have extended our lift ftill further without 
impropriety, but the plan of our preface being f{e- 
lection, we have rather reftrained than indulged our 
difpofition to commend, 


Tue Drama. 


It would be worth while to make a feparate di- 
vifion of the Drama, in this Preface, if it were 
only for the fake of commemorating Mijs F, 
Baillie’s Family Legend}. The local intereft of 
this play might indeed be gréate{t in Scotland, 
but there is in it that which will be fele by all 
countries and all ages, as long as human na- 
ture is unchanged. A fmall volume of Dramatic 
Romances § feemed to deferve a better fate, than to 
be expofed without a parent to avow them. But 
one of them, we fee, has fince been produced at 3 
London theatre, and feems to be obtaining applaufe. 
The Paftor' Fido of Guarini || makes a refpedctable 
figure in Englifh blank verfe; and we could not but 
wonder, as we read it, that ic had not been fo tran{- 


lated before. The author, however, is at prefent 
unknown, 


* Sce No. I. p. 81, and No. IV. p. 401. + No. V. 
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“Vil PREFACE, 


NovEéLs. 


Of a novel which has® entertained fuch mult- 
tudes of perfons, as Thinks-J-to-my/elf* has done, 
what fhall we fay ? that they ought not fo have been 
entertained? certainly not; for we have fhared the 
common feeling about it. The author, we firmly be- 
lieve, is more furprifed than any other. perfon at its 
fuccefs; and fomewhat alarmed at meeting celebrity, 
where he only looked for pardon; this being fo much 
out of the line of his ufual compofitions. But what 
is moft furprifing is, that it Should any where have 
excited anger and obloquy. Of this nothing can be 
faid, but that, where the moft innocent food turns to 
bile, the conftitution muft be in a difmal ftate. 
Could you feed a viper with nectar, his bite would 
{till be poifonous. In the country where it was 
produced t¢, Se/fcontroul t is faid to have excited 
almok equal attention, It has, however, with much 
merit, lefS originality, and faults of greater magni-. 
tude. The hiftorical fiction of Patriarchal Times, 
written by Mi/s O'Keefe, has legitimate claims to 
attention; but we do not yet hear that it has been 
equally fuccefsful in obtaining it. A fmall volume 
of French tales by Mad. Montolieu, entitied Anec- 
dotes Sentimentales|, has much originality and in- 
rereft; and is worthy of the eftablifhed credit of 
the author. The Arabian Nights Entertainments, in 
anew and much improved edition, by Dr. Jonathan 
& ot ©, feem to have gained new life; and as we 
are now informed that neither embellifhments nor 
illuftrations are wanting, in the more expenfive forms 


of the work **, we have nothing further to afk of the 
publifhers. 


* No Il. p. 170. + Scotland. t No. IIT. p. 213. 
4 No. IV. p. 972. "| No, VI. Pp». 635. q No. Vi. 
Pp. $56. ** See our Acknowledgments to Correfpondents in 
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PREFACE, 


MIscELLANIES, 


We have fo arranged our claffes on the prefent 
occafion, that hardly any thing remains for this, ex- 
cepting Dr. Drake's felection, entitled the Gleaner *, 
To make a new periodical work, or rather collection 
of effays, out of multitudes that are forgotten, and 
feldom to be met with, required the tafte and judgment 
of an author who, like Dr, D., had read every thing of 
the kind, and accuftomed himfelf to appreciate what 
he read. Of the Letters of Tippoo, publifhed by 
General Kirkpatrick +, we thall probably {peak in our 
next preface, under the article of Hiftory. Worgan’s 
Agriculture of Cornwallt has merit in that line of 
compilation, where demerit has too often intruded, 
Asa mifcellany of inftruction, Mr. Millard’s Pocket 
Cyclopedia, may be recommended {; if fcience is 
to be fqueezed into a nuthhell, it requires fome {kill 
to get it in. Here then we clofe, faying with 
Spenfer : 


Now ftrike your failes, ye jolly mariners, 
For we be come unto a quiet rode, 

Where we muft land fome of our paffengers, 
And light this weary veffel of her lode, 
Here the awhile may make her fafe abode, 


e No. V. p- SO}. + No. VI, P- 545: < No, lV, 
P. 377. § No. VI. p. 650. 
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